The following  four examples come from the  diaries the students in a second class (15-year-olds) were invited to keep after the idea came up during Pelin’s seminar in Naples. The students were encouraged to write about something they liked,  had read or seen, at times trying to  imitate  the style of  passages they had studied in class  (This is the case of A Funny Story, written after reading some pages from Mark Twain). One of the girls decided to organize a quiz  for another class based on the topics of one of their course books.
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A day we went into a pet shop to buy some toys for our dogs. As it was hot, the fan was on, but Ludovica hadn’t noticed it. She has got very long hair and so her longest lock got caught up in it. Francesca tried to help her but she hit the fish tank  which fell down. There were some fish jumping on the floor !  Unluckily Claudia slipped down and she pressed the button that opened all the cages. All the birds flew away, the cats and the dogs started fighting, the shop owner fainted. We exploited the situation to go away not to be punished. We’ll never go to that shop again!

Love, Chicca

A New Robin Hood

Dear Diary,

One often finds funny stories on newspapers!

Some days ago a man, called Pasquale d’Angelo, robbed a bank in Rimini. He went into the bank with a toy gun in his hand and he made the clerk give him 3500 euros. After he went into a bar near the bank and he started giving money to the people there, introducing himself as Robin Hood. The same scene happened at the hairdresser and at the greengrocer. But while he was getting into a taxi, the police stopped and arrested him. At the police station he confessed proudly that two days before, he robbed another  bank to give poor people money!

                                                                       Love, Federica

QUIZ

DEAR Diary,

I hope my friends will like this quiz.

1. Where in America is the Golden Gate?

2. Which city is also known as the “big Apple”?

3. What’s the name of the longest river in America?

4. What do the 13 stripes in the American flag represent?

5. When did America become independent?

6. Who was the first American president?

7. What’s the name of a famous prison not far from San Francisco?

8. How many times did Henry VIII  marry?

9. Was Henry VIII’s first wife executed?

10. Was Elisabeth I Henry VIII’s  only daughter?

11. Where did William the Conqueror come from?

12. What’s the name of the legendary king famous for his round table? 

Caudia



The show we saw at the theatre was very funny but also very interesting. The clown taught us a very beautiful thing: to be a clown means to let the child we have inside come out. When we grow up, we must remember to be a clown in everything we do because a little smile can make our days better.

                        Love, Federica

