After reading  a few scenes from The Merchant of Venice and the plot of the drama, I asked my third form students (Age 16-17) to imagine what Bassanio  may answer a reporter. I gave them the reporter’s questions and they wrote the answers. The following text is one of the conversations. The author, a boy, made a couple of language mistakes (I choosed, for example,) but he was generally correct.

AN  INTERVIEW

Imagine  you are interviewing Bassanio who has just married Portia.

Reporter: Why did you decide to marry Portia?

Bassanio: Well, Portia is a wonderful woman but I loved her also because she is very rich.

R. : Did you have any problems before going to Belmont?

B.:  Yes, because I didn’t have enough money to travel to Belmont and meet Portia. So I asked  Shylock to lend me the money

R. Why didn’t you ask Antonio for help?

B. I asked him but he had no cash. He had invested  his money on some ships and on foreign trade.

R. What did you feel when you reached Belmont?

B. I was frightened because I had to choose among three caskets and if I chose the wrong casket, I  wouldn’t marry Portia. 

R. Have your expectations about Portia been confirmed?

B. No….she is much better. I knew she was very beautiful but she is more than this.  She is  tolerant, generous, sensible, intelligent, cunning. She is really exceptional.

R. Exceptional you say? Why?

B. She saved Antonio when Shylock asked him for the “pound  of flesh” Antonio had promised to give him. She pretended to be a lawyer and defended my friend.

